


Welcome to Noosa and the Floating Land Exhibition! 

As the destination partner, we are excited to be sharing this 
wonderful exhibition with you highlighting Noosa’s strong 
commitment to the natural environment of our region. 

From Noosa’s award-winning boardwalk overlooking Noosa Main 
Beach to the shores of Lake Cootharaba, Australian artists will 
showcase artworks that engage and collaborate with the special and 
spectacular spaces in which they are presented.

We hope you enjoy Floating Land and encourage you to get and out 
and about and explore Noosa’s wonderful villages and support our 
local communities whilst visiting Floating Land. 

Welcome to Floating Land, a wonderful opportunity to immerse 
yourself in Sunshine Coast’s local culture and community, and 
hopefully explore some of the superb tourism experiences on offer 
here.

The impacts of the pandemic have provided incredible challenges, but 
thanks to the hard work of Queenslanders our state was one of the 
first to put in place a COVID Safe Event Framework which paved the 
way for events such as this one to take place.

The Queensland Government is proud to support Floating Land, 
through Tourism and Events Queensland’s Destination Events 
Program and YOIT Festivals and Events Fund and it is a feature on 
our It’s Live! in Queensland events calendar. Events are an important 
part of our state’s economic recovery from the pandemic because 
they attract visitors to the region which stimulates the local economy 
and supports local jobs. Events are also an important opportunity for 
communities, friends, families and visitors to come together, creating 
community pride and reconnecting us.

Congratulations to the event organisers and all those involved in 
organising this event – may it be a successful one.

If you are visiting for the event, I encourage you to make some time 
to explore the diverse tourism experiences on offer in this beautiful 
region.

Melanie Anderson 

CEO, Tourism Noosa

The Honourable Stirling Hinchliffe MP 

Minister for Tourism Industry Development and 
Innovation and Minister for Sport

Floating Land: at the edge of ideas marks the 11th iteration of 
Australia’s premier art in the environment event.

It features 30 projects across two key sites showcasing different 
aspects of Noosa’s exceptional natural environment – the serene 
Lake Cootharaba at Boreen Point and the spectacular Park Road 
Boardwalk that takes us from Noosa Heads Main Beach to Noosa 
National Park.

Floating Land embodies Noosa’s national and international reputation 
as a community and a place that cares for, and engages with, the 
natural environment. 

At the edge of ideas focusses on ephemeral art installations that both 
complement and enhance the spectacular spaces in which they are 
presented. 

Visitors are invited to experience thoughtful, challenging and 
environmentally aware works that engage sensitively with their 
surrounds, leaving no physical trace on the environment after the 
event.

Conceived in 2001 as a biennial outdoor sculptural program, Floating 
Land: at the edge of ideas will involve see Lake Cootharaba at Boreen 
Point and the award-winning Park Road Boardwalk become the 
spectacular backdrop for this much-anticipated experience.

I’m very proud, as is all the team, to present Floating Land Biennale’s 
at the edge of ideas as a feature event of Noosa Regional Gallery’s 
2021 artistic program.

Mayor Clare Stewart 

Noosa Council

Country is at the core of our truth telling, our heritage and our 
history. 

Floating Land and its exciting theme of at the edge of ideas combines 
unique art installations that collaborate, incorporate and present art 
within Noosa’s pristine natural environment.    

The Queensland Government is supporting Floating Land 2021 with 
funding through the Queensland Arts Showcase Program, to exhibit 
30 creative projects across Sunshine Coast sites at Lake Cootharaba, 
Boreen Point and the Park Road Boardwalk leading to Noosa National 
Park. 

These picturesque locations in our natural environment have 
inspired artists to create installations that will attract local and 
virtual visitors, helping to grow tourism to the region and increase 
its cultural reputation.     

A key feature of this year’s Floating Land is a program of First 
Nations productions, including an augmented reality collaboration 
with Kabi Kabi artists to present a virtual art piece where visitors are 
taken back in time to the natural landscape of the region, as it was 
prior to colonisation.  

I hope you enjoy the artistic natural environment that is Floating 
Land: at the edge of ideas. 

The Honourable Meaghan Scanlon MP 

Minister for Environment and the Great Barrier Reef  
Minister for Science and Youth Affairs



Floating Land and Noosa Regional Gallery respectfully 
acknowledge the Kabi Kabi people as the traditional 

owners of the land upon which Floating Land takes place.

Simone Eisler, Future Nature, Floating Land 2021 



I’ve heard there was a time not that long ago when wedges of black swans 
could be commonly spotted soaring over the waters of Lake Cootharaba 
at Boreen. The 2021 staging of Floating Land – the 11th iteration of the 
biennale in its 21-year history – will see a bevy of the majestic return to the 
lake, albeit in a somewhat more static configuration.

Earlier in the year, Fabrizio Biviano was an artist in residence at the Butter 
Factory Arts Centre in Cooroy, using the time to carve 24 of swans from 
discarded car tyres. The ballet of tyre swans will grace the lake, escaping 
the suburban Australian yard where these kitsch garden ornaments are 
more commonly found. The title of Biviano’s project – Black Swan Theory 

– is also a metaphor that describes an event that both comes as a surprise 
and has a substantial effect, yet is typically and inappropriately rationalised 
afterwards, with the benefit of hindsight. It might be seen to apply to our 
inaction on climate change and the human impact on the environments we 
rely on to survive. Embracing a dark sense of irony, car tyres also account 
for the second largest source of micro-plastics polluting the world’s 
oceans.

Floating Land has always championed a robust environmental conscience 
amongst its artists and their audience. When art works appear amongst 
stunning natural environments like those on offer in Noosa, themes around 
environment and climate invariably emerge as core concerns for both 
individual artists and the biennale as a whole. As catastrophic fires seem to 
endlessly circumnavigate the globe, interspersed with record temperatures 
and devastating floods, the need to keep these concerns front and centre 
has never been more imperative.

Fabrizio Biviano’s epic installation is one of one of more than 30 
installations, projects and performances commissioned for Floating Land: 

at the edge of ideas, Australia’s premier art in the environment event. 
These projects set themselves aside from other outdoor art events by 
borrowing from and collaborating with the spaces they appear in, extending 
and merging the meaning associated with both. Working with in excess 
of 50 artists and delivering a host of artist talks, workshops, activities 
and events, the biennale again reflects Noosa’s national and international 
reputation as a community and a place that foregrounds care for and 
engagement with the natural environment

Michael Brennan 
Gallery Director, Noosa Regional Gallery

‘AT THE EDGE OF IDEAS’

Amanda Bennetts, Message Obscura, Floating Land 2021 





DAVID BENTLEY QUINTET (BP)
DAWN JAZZ PERFORMANCE

LEAH BARCLAY (BP)
HOLOCENE SOUND WALK 

AMANDA BENNETTS (PRB)
MESSAGE OBSCURA

BILBIE VIRTUAL STUDIOS WITH BRIAN 
WARNER AND MIA HACKER (PRB) 

VIRTUAL NOOSA

FABRIZIO BIVIANO (BP)
BLACK SWAN THEORY

ANGELA VAN BOXTEL (BP)
KALEIDOSKOTOPIA

MICHAEL CIAVARELLA IN COLLABORATION 
WITH COOROY BUTTER FACTORY ARTS 
CENTRE (BP)

REFLECTION

LYNDON DAVIS, LEAH BARCLAY AND 
TRICIA KING (BP)

BEEYALI

LIBBY DERHAM AND KRIS MARTIN WITH 
STUDENTS FROM ST ANDREW’S  
ANGLICAN COLLEGE (BP)
SILENT SONG

GRACE DEWAR, BRONTE NAYLOR AND
LAURIE OXENFORD (BP)
TOTAL PROCESS

PETALIA HUMPHREYS (BP)
SIGHTLINES

SIMONE EISLER (PRB)
FUTURE NATURE

ROSIE LLOYD-GIBLETT, HELENA JACK-
SON LLOYD AND YANNI VAN ZIJL 
(LITTLE COVE)

HOMAGE

ASH KEATING (BP)  (PRB)
UNTITLED

ASH KEATING (BP)  (PRB)
UNTITLED

TAMARA KIRBY AND CORRIE WRIGHT 
(BP) 
CLASH

JAIME KISS (PRB)
THINK, WISH & DRINK

KRIS MARTIN, SIMON MCVERRY 
AND CIGANKA ARTFORMS (PRB)

THE AGE OF THE JELLYFISH

KRISTIN McIVER (PRB)
TIDAL PIECE

KEVIN MCMAHON (BP)
OCCUPIED CURIOSITIES

JAMES MULLER (PRB)
THE GROUND PARROT PROJECT

NATALIE RYAN (BP)
A FEVER OF RAYS

NIZAMI (BP)

COURTNEY SCHEU AND ITAMAR 
FREED (BP)

MELISSA STANNARD (BP)
EDGE EFFECT

DEBBIE SYMONS (PRB)
SING

BIANCA TAINSH AND  
KATIE HARRIS MACLEOD (LAKE 
WEYBA)
A TOPOGRAPHY FOR REFLECTION

VARIOUS ARTISTS (PRB)
SIGNS OF THE TIMES

SAM TAYLOR, MILES ALLEN AND 
CLARE KENNEDY (BP)
RE-CAST



Debbie Symons, Sing, Floating Land 2021 
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